
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ANIMAL DISEASES ACT, 1965 
 

Date of commencement: 15th April, 1965. 
 

An Act to make new provision for the prevention of disease amongst animals and other incidental or 
connected matters. 

 

1. Short title 
This Act may be cited as the Animal Diseases Act, 1965. 
 

2. Interpretation 
  In this Act, unless inconsistent with the context:  

“Animal” includes bird; 
“Animal products” means: 

(a) milk and milk products of animals, 
(b) uncooked meat (including biltong), organs, viscera and tissue of animals; 
(c) the hides and skins of animals, 
(d) the  feathers, hair, bristle, horns, hoofs, bones, blood and manure of animals and  the   

contents of their paunches; and 
(e) bone‐meal and carcass‐meal of animals; 

 
“Cattle” means bulls, oxen, cows, heifers and calves; 
“Minister” means the Minister for Agriculture; 
“Officer” means Permanent Secretary for Agriculture or person authorised by him; 
“Stock” means cattle, sheep, goats, horses, mules, asses, pigs, dogs, domesticated wild animals, and birds 
including poultry, and such other animals as the Minister may, by notice  in the Gazette, declare to be 
stock. 
 

3. Regulations 
   

(1) The Minister may, by notice published in the Gazette, make such regulations as appear to him to 
be necessary in order to prevent the introduction or spread of diseases amongst stock and other 
animals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, the regulations may provide for the following 
matters: 

(a) The definition of diseases and other expressions for the purposes of this Act; 
(b) The notification of outbreaks, or suspected outbreaks, of diseases; 
(c) The restriction and prohibition of the importation, exportation and movement of:  

(i) animals, animal products or any other thing likely to introduce or spread disease 
among stock and other animals; and 

(ii) containers and vehicles used for the conveyance of animals, animal products or 
any other thing likely to spread disease amongst stock and other animals; 

The  restriction  and prohibition being  effected by  any necessary means,  including  the 
establishment of sanitary cordons by an officer guarded by or composed of officers who, 
in addition to other officers, may:  

(iii) stop and search persons, containers and vehicles; and 
(iv) examine  and  detain  animals,  animal  products  or  any  other  thing  likely  to 

introduce or spread disease amongst stock and other animals and disinfect or 
destroy them or do both, with or without compensation; 
 

  (cc)  the restriction and prohibition of: 
(i) the  importation, exportation and movement of  live  virus or other pathogenic 

agent        capable  of  causing  disease  in  animals  or  of  serum,  vaccine  or  other 
biological or chemical products intended for the treatment of animals; or 

(ii) the use of biological or chemical products for the treatment of animals; 
  (Added A.2/1990.) 

 
(d) The examination and disinfection of premises, vehicles and any other thing likely to 

introduce or spread disease amongst stock and other animals 
(e) The inspection of stock and the payment by the owner or person in charge of a fee 

for the inspection; 
(f) The branding of  stock and  the payment by  the owner or person  in  charge of  the 

expenses of the branding; 
(g) The detention,  isolation,  concentration,  testing,  inoculation, disinfection, cleaning, 

dipping or  removal of  stock and  the payment  therefor by  the owner or person  in 
charge of those things; 

(h) The  slaughter  of  stock  or  other  animals  with  or  without  compensation  to  their 
owners, if any; 

(i) The restriction and prohibition of the slaughter of animals, whether or not wild and 
wherever situate; 

(j) the control of slaughter‐places, butcheries and dairies, and other places if necessary 
in order to prevent the  introduction or spread of disease amongst stock and other 
animals; 

(k) The burial or destruction of carcasses and the payment by the owner or person  in 
charge of the expenses of the burial or destruction; and 

(l) The  construction of  roads  and dipping  tanks upon,  and  the  fencing of,  areas  and 
where the cost of the construction of fencing is met from public funds the charging, 
in favour of the Government of the lands so fenced or upon which roads or dipping 
tanks are constructed. 



(3) Regulations  made  under  this  section  may  provide  for  penalties  for  offences  against  the 
regulations, and different penalties for successive offences against the regulations, but no such 
penalty shall exceed a fine of six hundred emalangeni or imprisonment for two years or both. 

 

4. Price control and regulations 
   

1)  Where  it appears  to him  to be desirable  in  the public  interest owing  to  the existence of 
disease amongst stock, the Minister may, by notice published  in the Gazette, fix maximum 
and minimum wholesale  prices  and maximum  and minimum  retail  prices,  at which  any 
animal, animal product, and anything the movement of which is regulated under section 3, 
may be sold within Swaziland or a specified area of Swaziland. 

 
2) A person who sells any animal, animal product or other thing referred to in subsection (1) at 

a price which is either in excess of the maximum or less than the minimum price fixed by a 
notice referred to in that subsection shall be guilty of an offence and liable, on conviction to 
a fine not exceeding four hundred emalangeni or, in default of payment thereof, to one year’s 
imprisonment. 

 
3) The Minister may, by notice published in the Gazette, make such regulations as appear to him 

to be necessary in order to provide for any matter necessary for, or incidental to, the effective 
administration or enforcement of the price control referred to in subsection (1). 

 
4) Regulations made  under  this  section may  provide  for  penalties  for  offences  against  the 

regulations, and different penalties  for successive offences against  the regulations, but no 
such penalty shall exceed a fine of four hundred emalangeni or imprisonment for one year or 
both. 

 

5. Validity of existing regulations 
 
The Stock Diseases Regulations, 1933, as amended at the commencement of this Act, are deemed to 
have been made under section 3 of the Act. 
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LEGAL NOTICE NO. 35 OF 2006

THE ANiMAL DISEASE ACT,1965
(Act No.7 of 1965)

ANIMAL DISEASE (PROHIBITION OF USE OF ANABOLIC HORMONES,
THYROSTATIC SUBSTANCES AND GROWTH PROMOTERS)

REGULATlONS, NOTICE, 2006
(Under Section 3)

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 3 of the Animal Disease Act, 1965 the Minister
for Agriculture and Cooperatives makes the following Regulations:

Citation and Commencement

: l, These Regulations may be cited as the Animal Disease (Prohibition of use of Anabolic Hormones,
Thyrostatic Substances and Growth Promoters) Regulations, 2006 and shall come into force on the
date of publication.

Interpretation

2. In these Regulations unless the context otherwise requires:

"approved laboratory" means any laboratory authorised by the Director to process samples;

"authorised substance" means any substance referred to in regulation 4;

"anabolic hormones, thyrostatic substances and growth Promoters" include-

(a) stilbenes, stilbene derivatives, their salts and esters;

DiethystilboestroI;

Dienoestrol;

Hexoestrol;

(b) Thyrostatic substances and their deverivatives;

Thiouracil;

Methylthiouracil;

Propylthiouracil;

Tapazol

(c) Any other substances with oestrogenic or gestagenic action and their derivatives;

Oestradiol 178

Testosterone;

Trenbolone:

.Ii'".' .1'.
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Methyltestosterone;

Nortestosterone;

Zeranol;

(d) Any anabolic hormonal or thyrostatic substances administered to any stock;
,.~,i
'! (e) Any other growth promoting substances including Zilpaterol Hydrochloride (Beta Agonist)

"Director" means the Director of Veterinary Services;

"prohibited substance" means an analbolic hormone, throstatic substance or Growth Promoter.

"stock" has the same meaning assigned to it in Section 2 ofthe Animal Disease Act, 1965;

"Veterinary Surgeon" has the same meaning assigned to it in regulation I of the Stock Diseases
Regulations, 1933 and the Veterinary Surgeon's Act No. 8/1997.

Prohibited substances

3. Except as otherwise provided in regulation 4, no person shall without a permit issued by the
Director manufacture, import, store, transport or distribute any prohibited substance for use in any
stock or administer such substance to any stock.

Permitted rises of 'prohibited substances

4. (I) Except with the written authorisation of the Director, specifying the purpose and use, no
person may acquire and use any prohibited substance in any stock and for any purpose.

(2) Veterinary Surgeon may, with the written authorisation ofthe Director acquire and use such
substances as oestradiol - 17B, testosterone, progesterone or those derivatives which readily yield
the parent compound on hydrolysis after absorption at the site of application for;

(a) therapeutic treatment only;

(b) the synchronisation of oestrus;

(c) the termination of unwanted gestation;

(d) the improvement of fertility and the preparation of donors and recipients for the
implantation Of embryos,

(3) Any stock ihat is subject to treatment in the manner referred to in subregulation (1) shall be
identified with such permanent mark as the Director may prescribe.

(4)Wheh an authotised substance is used for therapeutic treatment it shall be administered
only in the form Of injection by a Veterinary Surgeon and not in arty other form.

(5) Where a veterinary Surgeon use any authorised substance in the manner referred to in
subreguJation (1) he shall submit to the Director a report in that respect as well as keep appropriate
records in relation to the use of such substance.

(6) Any stock treated With an authorised substance in the manner referred to in subregulation
(1) shall not be slaughtered for human consumption until the specified withdrawal period for the

,
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drug administered to such stock has expired.

(7) No stock treated in the manner referred to in subregulation (I) (a) shall be admitted to an
abattoir for slaughter unless it is accompanied by a written authorisation by the Director, stating
the details of the therapeutic treatment administered to the stock, and such stock shall not be
slaughtered unless they have been tested for residues.

Sampling and testing of stock

5. (I) The Director shall, for the purposes of testing any stock for residues of prohibited or
authorised substances, determine the stock and farms to be sampled and the tests to be applied in
determining the residues of prohibited or authorised substances.

(2) Samples of stock collected by an officer of the Veterinary Services Department shall be
submitted by the Director to an approved laboratory for testing.

Results of tests

G. (I) The results of any test carried out on any samples by an approved laboratory shall be final.

(2) Where a laboratory test confirms the presence in stock of:

(a) a prohibited substance; or

(b) residues exceeding the maximum natural physiological levels for an authorised substance
or which shows an unreasonable use of such substance, the laboratory shall notify the
Director forthwith of such results.

(3) The owner of farm, the stock of which have been found with prohibited substances or
residues referred to in subregulation (2) shall not move or cause to be moved such stock from the
farm, unless he is authorised in writing by the Director to do so, and all the stock on the farm shall
be identified in such manner as the Director may determine.

(4) All stock on such farm shall be subject to tests and -

(a) any stock found with residues exceeding the maximum natural physiological levels for
an authorised substance shall not be slaughtered for human consumption until such time
as the director is satisfied that the levels are below the maximum natural physiological
limits; or

(b) any stock found with residues of prohibited substances shall be destroyed under the
supervision of an officer of the Veterinary Services Department

(5) The meat of any stock referred to in subregulation (4) (a) shall be tested after they have been
slaughtered.

(6) The owner of any stock found with a prohibited substance or residues referred to in
subregulation (2) shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of Six Hundred
Emalangeni or to imprisonment of two years or to both.

Offences and penalties

(7) Except as otherwise provided in regulation 6, any person who contravenes any of these
Regulations shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding Six Hundred



Emalangeni or two years imprisonment or to both.
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Revocation of Legal Notice No. 87 of 1990

(8) Legal Notice No. 87 of 1990 is revoked.

t-.1BABANE
27" January, 2006

C. T NKWANYANA
ACTING PRlNCIPAL SECRETARY

MfNlSTRY OF AGRlCULTURE AND COOPERATIVES

~8
i

, I

The Government Printer. Mbabane
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